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(54) IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE WITH AUTOMATIC TRACKING FUNCTION 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To stably extract a target object by using position information to separate 
and extract a tracking object and the others and taking the moving state of the target 
object, which is being tracked, into consideration. 

CONSTITUTION: The video signal obtained by an image pickup part 1 is outputted 
as a video signal, and a picture extracting part 2 separates a part satisfying the 
indicated feature values from the input signal in accordance with feature variables 
(hue, saturation, luminance, etc.,) indicated by a feature designating part 3. 
Thereafter, the position (for example, the address on X-Y coordinates) of the 
separated part on the reproduced picture is counted by a position detecting part 4, and 
this position information is fed back to the picture extracting part 2 to designate the 
position of extraction discrimination. If the object satisfying the designated fearures 
disappears in the picture, the picture extracting part 2 (or the position detecting part 4) 
requests a position storage part 5 to stop the update of position information. The 
storage part accepts the request to hold the position information at the time of 
acceptance of the stop request until the restart of update is requested. 
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